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to England, and reported that people were saying
they  believed   the   Princess  would   never   come,
though great  preparations for  her reception con-
tinued to be made,  and the English nobles were
already arranging jousts and tournaments for her
entertainment.      Ferdinand,   on   the  other   hand,
continued to send reassuring messages.    He was,
he said,   probably with truth   now,  more desirous
than ever that the marriage should take place when
the bridegroom had completed his fourteenth year;
but it was necessary that the marriage should be
performed again by proxy in Spain before the bride
embarked.     Then   there  was   a  delay  in   obtain-
ing the ships necessary for the passage, and  the
Spanish sovereigns changed their minds again, and
preferred  that  the  second marriage,  after Arthur
had attained his fifteenth year, should be performed
in England.    The stormy weather of August was
then an excuse for another delay on the voyage,
and a  fresh  quibble  was raised   about the  value
of the Princess's jewels  being considered as part
of the first instalment of the dowry.    In December
1500  the marriage was once  more  performed at
Ludlow, Arthur being again present and pledging
himself as before to Puebla.
Whilst delaying the voyage of Katharine as
much as possible, now probably in consequence of
her youth, her parents took the greatest of care to
convince Henry of the indissoluble character of
the marriage as it stood. Knowing the King of
England's weakness, Isabel wrote in March 1501
deprecating the great expense he was incurring
in the preparations. She did not wish, she said,
for her daughter to cause a loss to England, either